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Verbs (Intransitive, Transitive verbs) Formal & Semi-formal Synonym Synonym 

Abuse sth 

1. use sth wrongly, unfairly 

2. use sth for your advantage 

Misuse sth (1) 

Exploit sth (1) 

Misdirect sth (1) 

Waste // Squander sth on sth (1) 

Take advantage of sb/sth (1,2) 

Splurge sth on sth (money) (1) 

Misspend sth (time, money) (1) 

Achieve sth 

- Succeed in doing sth or goals 

- Get a result 

Attain // Accomplish sth 

Serve as / to do (help achieve) 

Realize sth (were hoping) 

Fulfill sth (hope, aim) 

Seek sth / to do (try to achieve) 

Secure sth (after difficulty) 

Be the key to sth / doing 

(best way to achieve) 

Set my heart / sights on (decide) 

- Accept sth (from sb) 

1. say YES to sth 

2. believe sth is true 

Embrace sth (idea) (2) 

Defer to sb on sth (1) 

Be liable for sth (be responsible) (1) 

Succumb to sth (accept defeat) (1) 

Recognize sth / that (2) 

Approve sth (officially) (1) 

Agree to (do) sth (1) 

Believe sth / that (2) 

Assume / Presume that (2)  

Assume / presume sb to be (2) 

Bear / Shoulder / Tolerate sth (1) 

1. Admit that / to sb / doing  

agree, accept sth is true unwillingly 

2. Admit doing / to sth  

accept blame 

Acknowledge sth (1) 

Concede sth / that (1) 

Confess to sb / to doing sth (2) 

Own up to sth / doing (2) 

Make / have a confession of (2) 

=/= Lay the blame on sb (2) 

- Affect sth 

- Influence sth/sb to do 

- Get // Have sb doing sth 

=/= Negate sth (cause no effect) 

Impact on sth/sb 

Weigh against / with sth 

(opinion, decision) 

Determine sth (control directly) 

Exert an influence on 

Reflect on sb/sth (sb’s opinion) 

Shape sth (character, belief) 

Manipulate sb into sth (unfairly) 

Bias sth (unfairly) 

Sth2 comes down to sth1 

Apply to sth (have an effect on) 

Have an effect / Influence on 

Make a difference to 

Tip the balance against sth 

Sth come into play 



Verbs (Intransitive, Transitive verbs) Formal & Semi-formal Synonym Synonym 

Ask sb (about) sth (a question) 
Inquire about sth / sth of sb 

Pose a question …. ? 

Wonder wh (ask yourself) 

Question sb about sth 
Query sth / wh (to check sth) 

Ask sb to do / sb for sth 

a request for help, info 

Request sth / sb to do 

Request that / sth from sb 

Solicit sth (from sb) 

Demand to do / sth of sb 

Apply for / to sth (officially) 

Requisition sth (officially request) 

Appeal for / to sb to do 

(publicly) 

Approach sb for / about sth 

Make a request for sth 

Avoid sth / doing sth 

Stay away from sth 

To prevent sth from happening 

Evade sth  

Evasion of sth 
Make / take a detour (to do) 

Stay away from sth 

Shy away from sth 

1. Agree with sb / on sth  

having same opinion / match 

2. Agree to sth / to do sth 

say YES to sth 

Concur with sb/sth 

Defer to sb (as you respect sb) 

Consent to sth / to do 

Accord with sth (match) 

Subscribe to sth 

Reach a Decision on sth 

Reach an Agreement with / on sth 

Reach a Compromise with sth 

Go along with sth 

Shake hands on sth 

Be in /out of tune with sb/sth 

Be in harmony / sync with sb/sth 

(understanding or agreeing with sb) 

=/= Be at variance with sb/sth 

Align yourself with sth / sb 

Disagree with sb / about / on  

having different opinion 

say sb is wrong 

Contest / Contradict sth 

Differ with sth (sb on sth) 

Dispute (sth) with sb 

Dissent from sth 

Oppose sth / Be opposed to 

Object to (doing) sth 

Argue with / about sth (angrily) 

I beg to differ (with sth) 

Refute / Deny sth  

(proving sth isn’t true) 

Be against sth / Averse to sth 

Be in (direct) contradiction to sth 

Say NO to sth 

Dispute sth / that 

Decline sth / to do 

Deprecate // Repudiate sth 

Reject sth 

Refuse sth / to do 

Deny sth (doing) 

Disapprove // Frown upon sth 
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